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JOHN RANSOM PHILLIPS:

A CONTEMPORARY BOOK OF THE DEAD

A monograph of the series featuring paintings on papyrus
with essays by Zahi Hawass and Wendy Doniger

HARDCOVER $65

9x12 in.(23x31cm.)
328 pages

309 color plates

ISBN: 978-1-55595-315-7

Also available, the hand-held companion publication:
GOING FORTH BY DAY:

JOURNEYS INTO THE BOOK OF THE DEAD

A selected collection of paintings on papyrus
HARDCOVER $14.95

4x6in.(10x15cm.)

109 color plates

ISBN 978-097466-311-1

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JOHN RANSOM PHILLIPS:
A Contemporary Book of the Dead

The ancient Egyptians were the first to examine the afterlife in a book composed
between 1567 and 1085 BCE. This collection of funerary texts has historically been
referred to as the Book of the Dead or Book of Going Forth by Day. For the Egyp-
tians, the Book of the Dead was a vital part of the quest for immortality. Millennia
later, the second Book of the Dead, written in Tibet dating from the eighth century
CE, tells a similar tale, but this journey has an entirely different end—rebirth here
on earth, instead of in another world.

John Ransom Phillips: A Contemporary Book of the Dead charts and affirms the Egyp-
tian tradition of preparing for the afterlife by celebrating our earthly existence in
all its fullness. Using watercolors on papyrus—an echo of the Book of the Dead
incantations written on papyrus scrolls buried with mummies in ancient Egypt—
this collection of colorful paintings creates a contemporary interpretation of how
human beings contemplate their earthly and spiritual existence. Phillips’s work is a
vivid visual exploration into universal and timeless themes of life, love, fear, hope,
and sublime happiness that combine into the human experience. Commentaries by
authors Zahi Hawass and Wendy Doniger place the images in historical and spiri-
tual context with the ancient texts and argue that his body of work is a continuation
of the celebration of life, rebirth, and transformation.

JOHN RANSOM PHILLIPS is an artist whose work has been exhibited interna-
tionally at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Washington, D.C., and the
David and Alfred Smart Museum of Art in Chicago. He has been a faculty member
of the University of California at Berkeley and the University of Chicago.

ZAHI HAWASS is the Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities and
Director of Excavations at Giza, Saqgara, and the Bahariya Oasis, Egypt. His many
books about ancient Egypt include The Golden Age of Tutankhamun: Divine Might and
Splendor in the New Kingdom. Most recently, he was instrumental in sending the tour-
ing exhibition Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs to the United States.

WENDY DONIGER is a noted author of nearly 30 books and is the Mircea
Eliade Distinguished Service Professor of the History of Religions in the Divinity
School at the University of Chicago.

For more information,please contact
Hudson Hills Press, t 646-964-4360, f 802-362-6459, artbooks@hudsonhills.com





